The role of tumor biomarkers as predictors of serum PSA recurrence after radical prostatectomy.
Tumor biomarkers (p53, bcl-2, Ki-67, and RT-PCR) were reviewed in the literature for their ability to predict prostate-specific antigen (PSA) biological recurrence after radical prostatectomy. All of them are strongly associated with PSA recurrence on univariate analysis. p53 seems to be better than current predictors, such as stage, grade, and positive surgical margins on multivariable analysis; further studies need to confirm bcl-2 and Ki-67 as better predictors of PSA recurrence. However, most of these studies were performed on radical prostatectomy specimens and will need to be confirmed on the preoperative prostate biopsy. The RT-PCR assay was strongly correlated with PSA recurrence and was one of the two best preoperative PSA recurrence predictors with serum PSA.